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Impact of LEED-ND in Mapleton-Fall Creek 
2010 - 2014 
 



MFCDC 
LEED-ND 2010-2014 ~$100K planning & technical assistance 

pace 
  driven by available capital 

          human 

          financial 
 

impact 
  organizational change 

          changes to internal processes 

          shift to ‘district-wide’ priorities 

          expanded advocacy & partnerships 
 

Locally, community development corporations, 
CED intermediaries, and City agencies were not 
operating within a mature ‘neighborhood 
sustainability’ framework. 

 



Timeline 
2010 $6K MFCDC staff time & USGBC LEED-ND registration 

analysis of 20/21 Project against LEED-ND 
  feasible neighborhood revitalization framework 

          sustainable development best practices 

  required some immediate changes to MFCDC development processes 

          insure compliance with LEED-ND prerequisites 

  useful engagement tool 

          board & committees, community stakeholders, funders 

  yardstick 

          measures success, also the ‘stick’ that motivates… 
 

USGBC guidance: 
  LEED-ND “success unlikely” for existing neighborhoods 



MFCDC LEED-ND 
20/21 planning  implementation – Ruckle Street pocket park 



Timeline 
2011 ~$25K? charrette, $10K LISC TA 

NRDC/LISC/USGBC 4-day charrette  

  pilot NRDC Citizens' Guide to LEED-ND neighborhood assessment tool 

          results mirror MFCDC's 2010 analysis…great tool! 

  Mapleton-Fall Creek is an IndyGo public transit ‘sweet spot’ 

  continue green building & connectivity work 

  add residential density 
 

LISC Section IV capacity building grant 
  dedicated MFCDC staff time for LEED-ND work 

  MFCDC 3-year strategic planning process 

          informed by LEED-ND framework & charrette guidance 



LEED-ND charrette 
August 2011 

national thought leaders 
  USGBC, LISC, NRDC 
  Agora Group, raimi + associates 
 

four-day charrette 
  local green capacity building 
  http://www.mfcdc.hundredyear.net 
 

highlights 
walking tour 
community working groups 
community presentations 
scorecard and policy recommendations 

 

http://www.mfcdc.hundredyear.net/
http://www.mfcdc.hundredyear.net/


Timeline 
2012 $25K USGBC/BOA grant, $10K LISC TA, $3K+ USGBC IN 

USGBC/BOA Affordable Green Neighborhoods grant 
  USGBC LEED-ND review/certification fee 
 

LISC Section IV capacity building grant 
  dedicated MFCDC staff time for LEED-ND work 

  staff, interns & pro-bono professionals 

          credit documentation 

          guidelines for future development 
 

USGBC Indiana Chapter Greening the Heartland legacy grant 
  school bus stop shelter 

  micro-library 

            adjacent to new Habitat for Humanity LEED-H Gold home 



MFCDC LEED-ND 
implementation – school bus shelter & ‘Little Free Library’ 



Timeline 
2013, 2014  $15K USGBC/BOA grant re-allocation, $6K+ MFCDC 

LEED-ND area recognized by City of Indianapolis 

  ‘Critical Area’ in updated Mapleton-Fall Creek Neighborhood Land Use Plan 

          previous update…1991! 
 

LEED-ND credit documentation & certification submittal 
  raimi + associates 

  hundredyear Consulting 
 

Stage 1 Conditional Approval of MFCDC 20/21 LEED-ND Plan 
  LEED-ND Silver 

  first LEED-ND project in Indiana to achieve LEED-ND 

  one of the first existing neighborhoods in the nation to achieve LEED-ND  



LEED-ND Impact 
future development… 



LEED-ND Impact 
MFCDC organizational change 

specifications 
  single-family renovations – minimum Home Energy Rating System (HERS) score of 70 

  single-family new construction – ENERGY STAR for Homes certification 

  street /yard trees – 'Winter King' green hawthorn vs. Bradford pear 
 

design 
  new $20M mixed-use project 

          higher density, urban concept 

          human scale, pedestrian oriented vs. suburban-style, auto-centric 
 

focus on connectivity & transportation options 
  residential neighborhood – limited capacity to support new commercial development 

  new parks were part of initial plan – connectivity trail concept implemented later… 

  accessibility to nearby (Mid-North/Midtown) destinations/amenities… 



LEED-ND Impact 
housing options, residential density 



LEED-ND Impact 
MFCDC focus & advocacy 

MFCDC is a leader in sustainable neighborhood revitalization 
 

  MFCDC – housing focus  quality of life focus 

          affordable housing, and… 

          public safety, education options 

          accessibility – to healthy food, recreation, nearby amenities… 

          transportation options 

 

  CED industry – development focus  comprehensive community development focus 

          real estate development, and… 

          community organizing 

          supportive services 



LEED-ND Impact 
quality of life 



LEED-ND Impact 
MFCDC partnerships 

MFCDC leverages strengths 
  land assembly expert 

          Fall Creek Gardens (community building around gardening & food choices) 

  CDBG grantee 

          stabilization of Temple Heritage Center (community-driven adaptive reuse project) 

  TA provider 

          new pocket park (in adjacent Historic Meridian Park neighborhood) 
 

MFCDC supports 'district-wide' (Mid-North, Midtown) projects 
  Central Avenue 2-way conversion – accessibility (City DPW) 

  Fall Creek Trail Extension – connectivity (City Parks) 

  Delaware Street 'spider' reconfiguration – accessibility & connectivity (DFC, ROW) 

  Great Place 38/Tarkington Park/TIF projects – 'destination' amenities (Midtown, Inc.) 



LEED-ND Impact 
MFCDC partnerships 


